The Essential Text-Guide to BBA Speak:

Activism: a person adopting a policy of action in politics. Standing up for a cause.

Alias: an alternative, anonymous identity.

Appropriate: the act of manipulating an existing method/medium/object etc. to create a new meaning.

Blackbook: a graffiti artist's sketchbook used to sketch potential graffiti and collect tags from other writers. A writer’s sketchbook is heavily guarded since it can be used as material evidence in a graffiti-vandalism case.

BlackBook Activism: an alternative form of activism inspired by Street Art and new technologies.

BlackBook Activist: a user of the BlackBook Activists network.

BlackBook Activists: an open-source resource centre equipping artists, rebels and activists with tools for quiet protest.

Bomb: to paint many surfaces in an area.

Culture Jamming: the act of appropriating existing mass media (e.g. billboards, ads and posters) to subvert the original meaning/message. Culture jamming is founded on the idea that advertising is a form of propaganda and that there is little escape from this propaganda in industrialised nations.

Flash Mob: a large group of people who suddenly assemble in a public place, perform an unusual action for a brief time, and then quickly disperse.
Giraffiti: (also known as “heaven spot” or “heavens”) graffiti in a high or otherwise hard-to-reach place.
Graffiti: a form of art that originated in ancient Greek and Roman civilisations whereby an artist leaves drawings or words on public (and sometimes private) surfaces.

Hacktivism: the fusion of hacking and activism; a policy of hacking or creating technology to achieve a political or social goal.

Heaven Spots: (also known as “heavens” or “giraffiti”) pieces that are painted in hard-to-reach places, such as rooftops and freeway signs, making them hard to remove. Such pieces are challenging to execute, but may increase the artist's reputation.

HoP: abbreviation of Houses of Parliament, Westminster, London.

Meme: an idea, concept, belief, thought, project etc. that is transmitted verbally or by repeated action. Memes propagate themselves and can move through a ‘culture’ in a manner similar to a virus.

SOCPA: abbreviation of Serious Organised Crime and Police Act (2005). British legislation that prohibits spontaneous demonstration within a 1km radius around the Houses of Parliament.

Stencilling: a form of image-making that involves cutting out a design from paper or card and using this to replicate images quickly with paint (etc).

Street Art: art created specifically for a public space. Forms of Street Art include graffiti, tagging, wheat pasting, installations, stencilling and stickers.

Subvertising: (also known as “meme hack”) making spoofs or parodies of corporate and political advertisements to make a statement. This can take the form of a new image or an alteration to the existing image. A subvertisement can also be a part of social hacking or culture jamming.

Tag: a graffiti artist’s ‘mark.’ A writer’s tag is used as a form of identity (like a signature).
